GOD CHANGES ABRAM INTO ABRAHAM

Genesis 17:1-27                                                                          Key Verse: 5                                                                                            

Part I: Walk before me and be blameless (17:1-8)

1. Read verses 1 through 3.  When and how did God reveal himself to Abram?  Why did God tell Abram to "walk before me and be blameless"?  What should Abram believe (2)?  How did Abram respond?

2. Read verses 4 through 8.  What is God's covenant, which God must keep (4)?  Why did God change Abram's name to Abraham?  To whom is this covenant available (7)?

Part II: The covenant sealed by circumcision (9-27)

3. Read verses 9 through 16.  What did God tell Abraham to do as a sign and seal of the covenant?  How did God bless Sarai (15, 16)?

4. Read verses 17 through 22.  What was Abraham's response?  What specific promise, however, did God give concerning his family? Why did God choose to give the spiritual blessing to Isaac instead of Ishmael?

5. Read verses 23 through 27.  How did Abraham demonstrate his belief in God and in God's promises?  Why might this have been difficult for him?  What does the phrase "On that very day" show us about Abraham? (23)

